
	

Where are we? 

Pupils must be supervised by an adult  

During this activity you will be near the car park and roads. It is important to stay safe, stick 
with your group and follow adults’ instructions. Do not climb on walls or railings. 

Start at the front entrance 

Stand outside, at the front of the building, near the main entrance. 

Stand in silence and listen. Can you hear water?  

The River Ogden is very close by. Cars drive over the river when they drive into the car park. 

Stick with your group and follow the sound of water across the car park to find the river. Can 
you see it flowing through the tunnel that diverts it under the mill building? 

Go to the back of the mills 

1. Keep your ears and eyes open for traffic. 
2. Go back to the entrance of the museum, but don’t go inside. Instead, walk through the 

archway at the side of the building.   
3. Walk past the mill yard and through the arch ahead, which is a much bigger railway arch. 
4. Follow the road as it turns left, up the hill.  
5. Look through the next arch on your left. You will see the back of the mill buildings.  

 
Find more water 

Spot the mill pond (if it is difficult to get a good view, use the photo on the back of this card). 
This is the pool of water at the back of the mill. When the wooden gates are opened, water 
from the mill pond flows onto the mill’s water wheel, making it turn, which creates power for 
the mill. 

You might also be able to spot the River Ogden, which flows out from underneath the 
building, next to the mill pond, on the far side. 

Where do you think the water in the mill pond comes from? There is more than one answer.	 

Discuss 

Why do you think the Turner family decided to build their mill here? 

If you have time 

Draw a map showing the River Ogden, the mill pond and the mill buildings. 

 



	 	Photo of Helmshore Mills taken from 
an aeroplane in 1989 

  ©	Crown	Copyright.	HE.	http://www.historicengland.org.uk/services-	

©	Crown	Copyright.	HE.	
http://www.historicengland.org.uk/services-skills/education/heritage-education-
resources/archive-education-resources/	
	



	

What is this place made of? 

Start in the mill yard 

If you are at the main entrance to Helmshore Mills Textile Museum, you can get to the mill 
yard by walking along the front of the building until you reach the archway at the side. The 
mill yard is through this archway. In the mill yard, there is a little garden and a paved area. 

Get to know the mills 

Although it looks like one building, Helmshore Mills is formed of two mills joined together. 
Higher Mill was built in 1789. Whitaker’s Mill was built in 1820. Eventually the two mills were 
connected. 

Use the plan on the back of this card to help you identify the buildings you can see around 
you.  

1. Start by finding the mill yard on the plan. This is where you are standing. 

2. Next, find the railway viaduct on the plan.  This is the high bridge that used to carry the 
railway line above the mills. 

3. Now find Higher Mill. The side of Higher Mill joins onto the railway viaduct. 

Finally, find Whitaker’s Mill. The archway you walked through to reach the mill yard was part 
of Whitaker’s Mill. 

Find materials 

Different parts of buildings are called building features (windows and chimneys are features, 
for example). Many of features of Whitaker’s Mill and Higher Mill are made from the same 
materials.  

Spot features of Whitaker’s Mill that are made from these materials:  

• Limestone blocks and cement. (Limestone can be grey, brown, cream or mixture). 
• Metal  
• Glass  
• Slate (very dark grey stone). 

Now spot features of Higher Mill that are made from the same materials. 

Carefully touch materials that you can safely reach (don’t climb on any features!) 

 



	 	What is this place made of? 

Compare 

Although the mills are made of the same materials, the buildings look quite different. 
Compare Higher Mill to Whitaker’s Mill. What are the differences? Compare: 

• The size and design of the two mills. 
• The shape of the stone blocks. 
• The patterns of the stone blocks. 
• The size of the windows and doorways. 
• The shapes of the windows and doorways. 

Record the differences you notice by writing or drawing. 

Discuss 

Why do you think the two buildings look so different? 

If you have time 

Find the bricks in the mill yard, and look carefully at them to find out where they were made. 

Plan of Helmshore Mills 

 



	

What is this place for? 

Start near the front entrance 

Find a place to stand on the pavement out at the front of the building, near to the main 
entrance to the museum. Take a look at the front of the building. 

Share your ideas with the group: 

• What do you know about Helmshore Mills already?  
• What is the building used for now? 
• What did the building used to be? 
• How do you know?  Where does the information come from? Are you guessing?  
• What can you find out just by looking at the building? 

What does the building tell us? 

You probably already know that this building is made up of two mills, for manufacture 
(making things). One mill manufactured cotton and one mill manufactured wool.  

How can visitors tell that it is a factory and not a house just by looking at the building? 

Look at the size of the building, but also at the details. What does this building have that a 
house does not? What does a house have that this building does not? 

A practical building 

This building does not need to be comfortable, or pretty, or cozy like a house might be. The 
mills were designed to be practical. They were designed to make sure that manufacturing 
could be done as quickly, safely and smoothly as possible. This helped the owner make 
more money.  

Use your body to find out about practical building design. Follow the instructions on the 
back of this card. 

Spot the clues 

Watch out for cars. Take a look at the front of the building, and then walk around the back, 
into the mill yard – you can see the smaller second mill here. As you go, look out for 
arches, hoists, pitched roofs, chimneys, large windows and any other clues that show 
that these buildings were designed to be practical. 

If you have time 

Choose your favourite part of the building to draw. Write an explanation of 
how this part of the building helps manufacturing work that went on inside 
the building. 



	 	Use your body to find out about 
practical building design. 

1. Arches. Stretch your arms out in front of you and stand face-to-face 
with a partner. Press your hands against your partner’s to form an arch. 
You should feel the force of the push from your partner’s hands spreading 
through your arms and down your body. 

Because arches spread the pushing force out, an arch is a very strong 
shape. This is a practical shape to use for an opening in a wall large enough 
to allow transport to pass into or through buildings.   

 

 

2. Hoists. Stand up straight, and stick your arm straight out in 
front of you. Buildings sometimes have a metal arm that sticks out 
from a wall, high up. They have hoist, which is a mechanism used 
with a rope or chain to lift sacks or other heavy things. How does this 
save time and energy? 

 

3. Pitched roofs. Stretch your arms up above your head and 
stand face-to-face with a partner. Keep your arms very straight and 
reach forward a little, so that your fingertips touch your partner’s. 
This is the shape of a pitched roof, which slopes so that the rain 
drains off. Why is this a good idea? 

 

 

4. Chimneys. Stand up as straight and tall as you can. Chimneys let 
smoke escape safely out of the building and away into the air. Smoke is 
carried through the building through a pipe called a flue. The flue that 
connects the mill to the chimney on the hill is hidden under the road. 
Why do you think chimneys are high up?  

 

5. Large windows. Close one of your eyes. Make 
your hand into a fist and cover the eye you kept open with it. Open your fist 
a tiny bit to let in a little light. Slowly open your fist wider and wider to 
gradually let in more and more light. Big openings let in more light than 
small ones. How do large windows help workers make fewer mistakes?	

	



	

How has this building 
changed? 

Start in the mill yard 

If you are at the main entrance to Helmshore Mills Textile Museum, you can get to the mill 
yard by walking along the front of the building until you reach the archway at the side. The 
mill yard is through this archway. In the mill yard, there is a little garden and a paved area. 

Which mill is which? 

Here you can see two mills: Higher Mill and Whitaker’s Mill. They have been joined together, 
and together they are known as Helmshore Mills. Look at the buildings around you and 
make sure you know which part is Higher Mill and which is Whitaker’s Mill. You will see the 
railway viaduct too. 

Look at the old map 

On the back of this card there is part of a map that was made in 1845. Find: 

• Helmshore Mill 
• The main road near to the mill (Holcombe Road) 
• Water near the mill 

What has changed? 

Compare the 1845 map to the buildings you can see around you.  

• Which buildings were there in 1844, when the map was made?  



	 	How has this building changed? 

• Which buildings were built after 1845?  
• How did the new building affect the buildings that were already there? 

If you have time 

Higher Mill was built in 1789. Whitaker’s Mill was built in 1820. The railway viaduct was built 
in 1848. In 1857 a fire destroyed most of Whitaker’s Mill. Whitaker’s Mill was rebuilt in 1860. 
Pick one of these years and draw a map showing the buildings that were here in that year. 

1844 Map of Helmshore  

©	Ordnance	Survey	and	Lancashire	County	Council	



	

What can buildings tell us? 

Start in the mill yard 

If you are at the main entrance to Helmshore Mills Textile Museum, you can get to the mill 
yard by walking along the front of the building until you reach the archway at the side. The 
mill yard is through this archway. In the mill yard, there is a little garden and a paved area. 

Higher Mill and Whitaker’s Mill 

Look at the buildings around you and make sure you know which one is Higher Mill and 
which is Whitaker’s Mill – the plan on the back of this card will help. 

Higher Mill is now connected to Whitaker’s Mill, but they weren’t built at the same time. 
Higher Mill was built in 1789. Whitaker’s Mill was built in the 1820s, and had to be rebuilt in 
1860 after a fire.  

Discuss 

To us in the 21st century, both mills look old. For people in 1860 Higher Mill was already over 
70 years old but the rebuilt Whitaker’s Mill, and the chimney on the hill, were brand-new.  

• What do you think the mill owner, who paid for the mill to be rebuilt, wanted local 
people in 1860 to think of the new building?  

• What does the building tell us about the mill owner? What was important to him? 

Write a speech 

Imagine it is 1860, and the mill owner has asked you to write a speech for the grand re-
opening of the new mill. You can work together as a group or individually. Write a speech 
that will impress the crowd. Here are some tips: 

• Look carefully at the building. What makes it impressive? 
• Which parts of the building will the mill owner want to show off about in his speech? 
• Compare the new mill (Whitaker’s Mill) to the old mill (Higher Mill). How is the new mill 

different? How does that make it better? 
• Think about what the mill building is for – what happens inside?  
• Don’t forget that lots of the people in the opening-day crowd will be mill workers. What 

will they want to know about their new place of work?  

If you have time: Give your speech  

• Decide where to hold the opening event, outside the front of Whitaker’s Mill or in 
the mill yard. 

• Choose one person in your group to act as mill owner and read their speech 
aloud.



	 	What can buildings tell us? 

 

• The rest of the group can act as the audience. You could pretend to be a mill worker or a 
local business owner – maybe someone from a rival mill nearby.  

• What do you think people in the crowd would say about the new mill? What questions 
would they ask the mill owner?  

• Act out the opening event. 

Afterwards, decide as a group: has the mill-owner and their new building impressed you or 
not? 

 

Plan of Helmshore Mills 

	



	

Who was here? 
 
Start outdoors 

Find a safe spot where your group can gather together anywhere outside the mill. 

Look at the 1891 map 

On the back of this card is part of a map that from 1891. The railway line runs from top to 
bottom. West of the railway line is Helmshore Mills, marked ‘Higher Mill’. On the east side is a 
field marked ‘tenters’. 

The woolen cloth from the mill had to be stretched out to dry. The mill workers stretched the 
cloth on wooden frames called tenter fames.  On fine days, the tenter frames were placed 
out in the tenters field to dry.  

Compare 

Compare the 1891 map to the map that shows the local area in 2015. Look at the fields, 
buildings, roads, railway and the place names.  

• What has changed between 1891 and now?  
• What has happened to tenters field? Why? 
• Has anything stayed the same? 
• ‘Mus’ on the current map is short for ‘museum.’ The mill became a museum after it was 

shut down. Why do you think the mill shut down? 

Discuss 

How do you think the people who have lived and worked here over the years felt about this 
place? Who do you think the mill was most important to and why? Think about: 

• People who worked in the mill all their lives in the 19th century. 
• People who worked in the mill until it was closed down in 1978, at Christmas. 
• People who work in the museum now it is a museum 
• People who live now in houses that were built on tenters field. 

If you have time 

Discuss what you think about how Helmshore has changed. Do you think the changes are a 
good or a bad thing? Why? Do you think it is important to keep the mill as a museum? Why or 



	 	Who was here? 

 

1891 map of Helmshore  
© Ordnance Survey and Lancashire County Council 

2015 map of Helmshore  
Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2015 
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