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Pennine Lancashire Museums 
and Schools Programme

Welcome to the second newsletter from the Pennine Lancashire Museums 
and Schools Programme. We’ve had really positive comments from 
teachers about our first newsletter and are pleased to bring you more 
news, updates, new learning sessions and case studies.

The Museums and Schools Programme aims to strengthen links between 
schools and their local museums and is funded by Arts Council England and 
the Department for Education.

IN THIS EDITION

Teachers’ Case Studies –  
2 local teachers tell us how 
they have developed new 
learning sessions.

Kids Take Over the Museum – 
Brookhouse Junior School 
took over Blackburn Museum 
& Art Gallery.

New learning sessions now 
available – 3 new sessions 
developed with local  
teachers that your school 
can now book.

Arts Award in Action –  
See the results of  
Barrowford School’s Arts 
Award experience.

Special Events Weeks – 
Tudors, Civil War and Dark 
Ages available this summer.

Collector Cards
Has your class or 
year group been 
given a Museum 
Challenge 
collector card on a 
museum visit?

On every first school visit all Pennine 
Lancashire Museums are handing out 
Museum Challenge collector cards to 
the pupils. If they make a further 2 visits 
then they will receive a certificate and a 
Museum Challenge Pin Badge. 

We’ve handed out over 15,000 of these 
in the last year and they are being well 
received by everyone. However we need 
the children to bring them back in when 
they return to any of our museums. If your 
class visits another venue please can you 
remind them to bring them back in so we 
can stamp them and reward pupils with 
their certificates and pin badges. Also 
if children lose the cards they can get a 
replacement at any venue.

My Name:

Boy/
Girl

My School: 

My Class/Year:

Pennine Lancashire Museum Challenge 

Collector Card
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Museum 
Challenge

This is to certify that

has completed the Pennine Lancashire 

Museum Challenge

Gill Brailey
Lancashire County Council Stephen Irwin

Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council

Congratulations!
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Storytelling Natalie McNeill, Meadowhead 
Junior School, Blackburn 

An infant school takes The Grand Tour (of Pennine Lancashire)

The lovely collections of paintings that 
are to be found in the galleries of Pennine 
Lancashire were the inspiration for this 
session, which is aimed at younger KS2 
children.

I’ve worked with museums and galleries 
many times over the years but when this 
project came along I wanted to be part of 
it because it would give me the time and 
opportunity to develop my ideas.

I’ve always been interested in the 
performing arts, especially music, but as 
we toured the museums and galleries 
in this case it was the pictures in the 
galleries that inspired me. 

I wanted to link work done in literacy with 
the pictures and performance; having 
worked in the past with Taffy Thomas, 
the Laureate for Storytelling I approached 
him and asked him to come to Blackburn 
Museum and set up a riddle trail around 
the Museum using the pictures to supply 
clues to the children. 

We tried out the first session with my Year 
3 class; we divided them into three groups 
and they went from room to room reading 

A key part of the Pennine Lancashire Museums and Schools Programme is about developing new 
learning sessions with teachers. We have been working with 19 teachers over the past year and below 
we share another two teachers’ thoughts, experiences and the learning sessions that have resulted. 

the riddles and trying to identify the 
correct pictures from the clues given.

Some were harder than the others but the 
children all enjoyed themselves.

Finally, the children sat down and listened 
to a series of traditional story tales from 
a storyteller before they headed back to 
school.

Back in school the children used one 
of the stories Taffy had told for further 
literacy work for the whole week.  They 
used the talking tins they had recorded 
the story sequence on, to retell the story 
again with greater confidence. The Tale 
of the King’s Tailor gave the children 
rich language and story patterns, they 
learnt to use the story ‘runs’ in their own 
retelling.  Most of the work was oral but 
the children wanted to write down their 
stories because they had such gorgeous 
story language at their fingertips.

The story was presented as part of a story 
themed class assembly.

Using the pictures in the museum through 
storytelling, allowed the pupils to engage 
with art in a familiar and comfortable way; 
interpretation of huge paintings became 
fun, exciting and personal. 

Storytelling is an art form that children 
and adults of all ages are drawn to. Using 
the museums to engage the interest of 
children is fantastic and if you can take 
the opportunity to take your class to one 
of the new sessions then I am sure that 
you will be surprised by the responses and 
reactions of the children, and adults.

The inspiration for 
Natalie’s learning session - 
Rough Weather in the Mediterranean by 
Henry Moore

Art activity at Towneley Hall, 
photo Cath Ford

Pennine Lancashire Museums and Schools Programme
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Design Your Own Museum Sarah Parker, Longshaw 
Infants School, Blackburn

When I heard about the Pennine 
Lancashire Museums project, I wanted to 
get involved as I saw it as an interesting 
opportunity to develop something that 
would broaden the experiences of the 
children who attend my school.

The idea of setting up a museum in the 
classroom isn’t new but after visiting 
several of the venues I saw that they 
offered both a wide range of experiences 
for children and expertise amongst their 
staff.

In the end I chose to work with three 
of the Pennine Lancashire museums 
– Helmshore Mill, Towneley Hall and 
Clitheroe Castle.

Our introductory visit was to 
Helmshore and there we learnt what 
a museum was for; we also went on a 
‘town trail’ around the mill village and 
had a go at modelling our own mill 
village.

At Towneley Hall we did a 
carousel of activities, the 
museum staff taught the 
children about how to handle 
objects safely and display 
them.  We also did a fabulous 
art activity and had a guided 
walk in the woods, linked to 
our science topic.

Soon we’ll be on our final trip, this time to 
Clitheroe Castle where we’ll be learning how 
to write labels, how to make our displays 
interactive and find out from the shop & 
café staff what their jobs entail.

During the summer term, the children from 
the two classes will work together to create 
their own exhibition at school, to which all 
the families in the school will be invited.

I’ve really enjoyed the project and I’ve been 
delighted at how much has been done; 
working across whole terms has given 
us the opportunity to work in a cross-
curricular way, drawing in the foundation 
subjects – art (all the children are 
completing their Discover level Arts Award), 
history and geography, as well.

One of the real benefits of the project 
has been the way in which the trips have 
really sparked the children’s interest and 
how their enthusiasm has drawn in their 
families.
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Brookhouse Junior School, Blackburn

New learning sessions now available 

A year six class came to Blackburn 
Museum & Art Gallery on Nov 14 and took 
over for the day. Here’s what they said:

“It’s got lots of good artefacts which are 
very interesting. I wanted to learn more”

“It was a really useful day and I think 
more schools should visit.”

“I felt confident to talk to members of 
the public.”

“I really enjoyed looking around 
welcoming people, I had a great day!”

We’d like more schools to take over our 
museums and galleries in 2014, if you are 
interested please get in touch. 

Homes from the Past at 
Turton Tower
Ancient loos, a towering four poster 
bed and an imposing front door help KS1 
children appreciate how homes have 
changed over the years.

Turton Tower, originally a medieval  
fortified house, was expanded and made 
into a more comfortable home by the 
Tudors and Victorians.

First the children look around the outside 
of the house, then enter through the 
studded Tudor door into the hallway, 
complete with a suit of armour.

They then spend the morning exploring 
the kitchen, bedrooms, toilets and living 
rooms, comparing and contrasting them 
with their own homes.

After lunch, they look through the 
remaining rooms in the house, studying 
their contents, drawing and sketching.

“The day out was invaluable because 
children are given the opportunity to 
explore the building and its contents  
and make accurate comparisons with 
houses today. “

Developed with Jane Mullqueeny,  
teacher from Bedford Hall Methodist 
Primary School.

Collage Vases at Haworth 
Art Gallery
The largest and finest collection of Art 
Nouveau, Tiffany glass in Europe is used 
as inspiration for art and craft activities, 
aimed at KS1 children. 

The gallery uses its outstanding collection 
of glassware as the basis of a half-day 
session matched to the Art and Design 
curriculum.

After a tour of the collection the 
children work in groups to research ideas 
themselves before making their own 
piece inspired by what they had seen.

This Tiffany glass session will fit in well 
with a painting and collage topic as the 
children will be able to learn how effective 
collage can be as a technique when used 
in different ways.

The vases the children make can then 
be used as the basis of a display back at 
school.

“I highly recommend the visit, you will not 
be disappointed, absolutely magnificent 
and a real joy to find such a collection 
here in Accrington. “

Samantha Blackshaw, Peel Park Primary 
School Accrington.

Broadfield Specialist  
School pilot at Haworth  
Art Gallery
On the 5th and 6th February the Haworth 
Art Gallery piloted a new learning session 
written by Frankie Freeman, a teacher 
from Broadfield Specialist School for the 
Museums and Schools Project. Frankie 
brought some of her pupils along to try 
out the session. 

The session began in the galleries where 
pupils explored the collection of Tiffany 
Glass. They then took part in a range of 
activities including making a collage vase 
and a pinch pot from playdoh, using the 
collection as inspiration. 

All pupils and staff enjoyed the session, 
which is now available for all pupils with 
complex learning difficulties.

Developed with Frankie Freeman, teacher 
from Broadfield Specialist School.

Front desk duty

Cleaning the machinery

Apr 2014
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Kids Take Over the Museum



Pennine Lancashire Museums and Schools Programme

CONTACT US

Want to find out more about participating 
in the Pennine Lancashire Museums and 
Schools Programme?

PLEASE CONTACT:
Gill Brailey, Heritage Learning Manager, 
Lancashire County Council, 01772 534090  
gill.brailey@lancashire.gov.uk 
Stephen Irwin, Education Officer, Blackburn 
with Darwen Borough Council 01254 667130 
stephen.irwin@blackburn.gov.uk

HOW TO BOOK LEARNING SESSIONS 
Please contact individual venues:

Blackburn Museum & Art Gallery  
01254 667130, blackburn.gov.uk 
Turton Tower  
01204 852203, blackburn.gov.uk
Haworth Art Gallery  
01254 233783, hyndburnbc.gov.uk/hag
Gawthorpe Textiles at Gawthorpe Hall 
01282 771004, gawthorpetextiles.org.uk
Towneley Hall 01282 477130,  
towneley.org.uk

Helmshore Mills Textile Museum  
01706 226459, lancashire.gov.uk/museums 
Queen Street Mill Textile Museum  
01282 412555, lancashire.gov.uk/museums 
Clitheroe Castle Museum 01200 424568, 
lancashire.gov.uk/museums
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The Value of Doing Arts Award from 
Tracy Ensby, Barrowford School
Arts Award has really broadened my 
opinion and outlook on arts within the 
curriculum. It has inspired me and has 
allowed my enthusiasm to hook the 
children and use art forms to develop in 
all areas.  

I have met some amazing people along 
the way and sharing expertise with 
artists, freelancers and Arts Award 
advisors has also helped me develop 
personally.  For the children, they love it!  
They have shown pride in their portfolios 
and these also help them record learning 
journeys from beginning to end.  It’s quite 
astonishing to see how much they learn 
throughout the projects.

I have also found relationships with 
parents and carers developing, especially 
if they are engaged in sharing the 

learning. Overall Arts Award has been 
really successful in our school, we have 
discovered talents in children that quite 
often get overlooked in the hustle and 
bustle of a busy school week.

The children looked at artist Keith Melling 
as their local hero. He paints a lot of 
pictures of Pendle Hill, so the class came 
to Clitheroe Castle and worked with artist 
Angela Baptie to first sketch and then 
paint Pendle Hill. 

On March 8th we held a celebration event 
at the castle. All the artwork has been 
displayed throughout the museum - and 
will be there for several more weeks if 
anyone would like to see it! The class have 
also worked to complete their Arts Award 
Discover portfolios during the project. 

We hope this case study has inspired 
you to find out more about how your 
children can achieve Arts Awards. 

If so, please contact
Steph Hawke at Curious Minds  
steph.hawke@curiousminds.org.uk  
and take a look at the Arts Award 
website www.artsaward.org.uk 

As the North West Bridge Organisation, 
Curious Minds works with Arts Council 
England to connect young people 
with great art and culture and we are 
pleased to be working in partnership on 
the Pennine Lancashire Museums and 
Schools Programme.

Arts Award in Action 

Special Events Weeks

Date Venue and contact Event Key Stage

9-13 June Gawthorpe Hall - 01282 
771004

English Civil War – Pike and musket drill, code 
breaking, interactive Battle of Preston and overview of 
the English Civil War.

KS2/KS3

16-20 June Turton Tower - 01204 
852203

Tudor Week – Hands-on workshops around the themes 
of Tudor weaponry, buildings and domestic life.

KS2

23-27 June Clitheroe Castle Museum 
– 01200 424568

Castle and Castle Life – Medieval and Tudor warfare 
and weaponry workshops.

KS1/KS2/
Lower KS3

7-11 July Clitheroe Castle Museum 
- 01200 424568

The Dark Ages – Though interactive workshops 
experience life during the Dark Ages.

KS1/KS2

These special events weeks are very popular as they give pupils and teachers the opportunity to immerse 
themselves in stimulating, hands–on activities in breath-taking historical settings. 

| All sessions are £4 per pupil. 

“Thank you very 
much. The pupils had 
a superb afternoon… 
students gained a good 
understanding of the 
Civil War in their local 
area.” Miss H. Loxston, 
Longridge High School


