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We are delighted to be awarded a further 
year of funding for the Pennine Lancashire 
Museums and Schools Programme. 

This will enable us to develop our pre and 
post learning support for schools and to 
develop an improved online resource, all 
enabling a more sustainable learning offer 
for the future. We will also be partnering 
with another museum in the region to share 
best practice and offer Pennine Lancashire 
Schools a wider variety of learning sessions. 

We would like to thank all of the teachers 
and schools who have worked with us to 
date, it has been a truly collaborative  

project and we will continue to update  
you on plans for 2015/2016 in future 
newsletters and on our website  
www.learningwithplm.org.uk

Department for Education 
extend funding for Museums 
and Schools Programme

Pennine Lancashire 
Museums and Schools

Welcome to the latest update on the Pennine Lancashire 
Museums and Schools Programme. Here we share news, 
teachers’ case studies and learning session information.
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Seeing our Museums from a  
New Perspective
Four of the Pennine Lancashire Museums are being treated 
to an ‘immersive reality makeover’ to enhance their learning 
and visitor offer. The clever folk at the Dukes in Lancaster are 
developing engaging visual learning experiences – see below for 
more information! 

The new National Curriculum for History has given many 
teachers, such as me, a bit of a headache. However, the Local 
History element allows for some flexibility and we wanted to see 
if it would be possible to bring this idea into work that we had 
previously done on the Stuarts and the Civil War.

I spoke to Stephen Irwin, one of the education staff from 
Pennine Lancashire Museums and, working with two of their 
freelance team, we looked at how we might use Turton Tower 
as a place to explore some of the ideas behind the conflict and 
events locally, like the Bolton Massacre.

It turned out that 
the Tower’s tenants 
had been Royalists 
whilst its owner was 
a Parliamentarian 
and, in addition, 
the Tower had been 
raided three times 
during the war!
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Gareth the Welsh Wyvern Dragon, who will be flying around the 
castle keep as part of the Clitheroe Castle immersive reality project. 
Image: Daca Studio

Helmshore and 
Queen Street Mills
For Helmshore and Queen 
Street mills, the project is all 
about putting the processes 
at the two mills together so 
you can understand it from 
bale of cotton to finished 
cloth. It’s also going to be 
about busting the myths 
around the cotton industry, 
with a few facts and figures thrown in, as well as some very 
familiar phrases that started their life in the cotton mills.

Clitheroe Castle
At Clitheroe Castle, you will be able to follow the story of the 
development of the castle, and be able to see what the castle 

looked like when it was a complete Motte and Bailey 
structure. It’s always been difficult to 
imagine what it looked like when 

it was complete, but this will 
let you see the castle 

structure build up 
around you! Turton Tower

Turton Tower will 
have a trail through 
the house so you 
can spot the clues 
in the architecture 
that show how the 
house changed 
over time. There 
will be lots of 
extra information 
too, offering a 
really close look at the hidden story of this fascinating building as it 
developed over 400 years.

The filming and editing is due to be completed at the end of March – 
we can’t wait to see and use the results!

The Stuarts at Turton Tower

Teacher’s Case Study

The session, led by Lady Orrell, 
which explained the causes 
of the Civil War was really 
informative and the pike and 
musket training was great – 
children would never get a chance 
to do anything like this at school. 
Finally, we had a code breaking 
session, that kept the children 
intrigued and we followed-up 
this activity back at school

In the end we had an excellent 
morning which fitted perfectly 
into our history work and 
complemented our work 
done in school. The staff 
had obviously put a lot of 
work and preparation into 
the session and we really 
appreciated it.

Debbie O’Boyle, Guardian 
Angels RC Primary School, Bury
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Teachers’ Sanctuary at  
Haworth Art Gallery 

On 31 January the third Teachers’ Sanctuary event was held at the Haworth Art Gallery in Accrington. 

This evening session aimed to recharge teachers’ creative batteries 
through an enjoyable social workshop event. It was focussed around 
the theme of sketching and the fascinating practice of artist Lee 
Crocker. Teachers learnt how to create their own sketchbook, had a 
sketching tour of the gallery and an after hours look at the largest 
collection of Tiffany glass in Europe. 

Feedback was overwhelmingly positive and already another 
session planned for July is nearly fully booked. News of future 
sessions will be featured on www.learningwithplm.org.uk

The Wheelbarrow and the 
Bomb at The Whitaker

The amazing story of how a WW1 bomb 
came to be at The Whitaker - brought 
there in a wheelbarrow - is brought to 
life by the museum. A story hook is sent 
to your school a week before your visit, 
then a full day is spent in the Whitaker 
exploring characters, artefacts and events 
from WW1. Suitable for KS1/2.

Developed in conjunction with Natalie 
McNeil, teacher from Meadowhead 
Junior School, Blackburn.

The Sound Snatcher 
at Helmshore Mills

This fun new interactive session for  
KS1/2 reinterprets the mill combining 
history, language, literacy and art. The 
noises from the machinery have been 
stolen and must be recreated with words, 
sounds and pictures. There is also the 
chance to see some of the mill’s working 
machinery running. 

New session specially developed for 
Pennine Lancashire Museums and Schools.

Looking at Art at  
Towneley Hall

During this session KS2 children study 
Towneley Hall’s fantastic paintings and 
learn to creatively look at and describe 
the art, using the wonderful space of the 
fine art gallery.

Developed in conjunction with Sarah 
Parker, Longshaw Infants School and local 
artist Cath Ford.

Some comments from teachers who attended the event:

Thank you – it inspired me to use sketchbooks more in the classroom

Fab, refreshing, lively, uninhibiting – let’s get more going!

Enjoyed the drawing session – personality of the artist and 
enthusiasm, makes you realise sketching anything is not difficult

A great evening, entertaining, interesting and informative. 
Refreshing to hear sketchbooks are useful. Thank you

I need to do more of this and see more galleries.  
Thanks for the inspiration.
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Want to find out more about participating 
in the Pennine Lancashire Museums and 
Schools Programme?

PLEASE CONTACT:
Gill Brailey, Heritage Learning Manager, 
Lancashire County Council, 01772 534090 
gill.brailey@lancashire.gov.uk 
Stephen Irwin, Education Officer, Blackburn 
with Darwen Borough Council 01254 667130 
stephen.irwin@blackburn.gov.uk

HOW TO BOOK LEARNING SESSIONS 
Please contact individual venues:

Blackburn Museum & Art Gallery  
01254 667130,  
blackburnmuseum.org.uk/learning

Turton Tower  
01204 852203, blackburn.gov.uk

Haworth Art Gallery  
01254 233783, hyndburnbc.gov.uk/hag

Gawthorpe Textiles at Gawthorpe Hall 
01282 771004, gawthorpetextiles.org.uk

Towneley Hall 01282 477130,  
burnley.co.uk/visit/things/towneley-hall

Helmshore Mills Textile Museum  
01706 226459, lancashire.gov.uk/museums

Queen Street Mill Textile Museum  
01282 412555, lancashire.gov.uk/museums

Clitheroe Castle Museum 01200 424568, 
lancashire.gov.uk/museums

The Whitaker Museum & Art Gallery
01706 218858, thewhitaker.org

4

Arts Award 
in Action 

CREST Discovery 
Award success 

Special Events Weeks
These special events weeks are very popular as they give pupils and teachers the opportunity to 
immerse themselves in stimulating, hands–on activities in breath-taking historical settings. 

| All sessions are £4 / £4.50 per pupil. 

12 home educated students visited 
Helmshore Mills Textile Museum last 
term and worked on science based 
challenges throughout the day in 
order to complete a CREST Discovery 
Award. The pupils took part in a 
series of investigations inspired by 
the textile machinery, including 
building their own waterwheels 
to generate electricity. 

CREST Star and CREST Awards 
are the British Science Association’s 
range of science, technology, engineering and 
maths (STEM) enrichment activities,  
which aim to inspire and engage 5-19 year olds. 

If you would like to get involved in future CREST projects please 
contact Gina Cottam on 01772536209  
or email gina.cottam@lancashire.gov.uk

Date Venue and contact Event Key Stage
11–15 May 2015 Clitheroe Castle Museum - 

01200 424568
Dark Age Britain (life under the Vikings and Saxons) 
– Experience life during the Dark Ages with Saxon 
storyteller and coin making. 

KS1/KS2

8–12 June 2015 Gawthorpe Hall – 01282 771004 Shakespeare Week – Exploring literacy, drama, creative 
thinking and swords!

KS2

8–12 June 2015 Turton Tower - 01204 852203 Tudor Week – Hand on workshops around the themes 
of Tudor weaponry, buildings and domestic life.

KS2

24 June–2 July 
2015

Clitheroe Castle Museum – 
01200 424568

Castles and Castle Life – Handle arms and armour, 
play medieval games and try out medieval style cooking!

KS1/KS2/
Lower KS3

NEW

Children from Longshaw Infants School, Blackburn receive their 
Arts Award Discover certificates after working on a ‘Design Your 
own Museum’ project involving visits to three Pennine Lancashire 
Museums with teacher Sarah Parker.


