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Start outdoors
Stand in the courtyard, so you can see the front of Turton Tower. This is called the façade of 

the building, which comes from an old French word for face. (Say “ç” like “s”).

Drawing challenge1. Work in pairs. Partners stand back-to-back so that partner A can see the façade, and 

partner B can’t.2. Make sure partner B has paper and a pencil or pen.

3. Partner A must secretly choose one part of the façade to describe (for example, a porch, 

a roof, a window, some of the decoration on the façade).

4. Without saying which part of the façade they have chosen, A must describe it to B, using 

as much description as possible. B will draw what A describes.

5. When the drawing is fi nished, B can look again at the façade and try to spot which part A 

had described. Does the drawing look like the building? 

6. A and B swap places and play again.Nearly 600 years agoYou can see what the façade looks like today. Turton Tower didn’t always look like this, it has 

grown and changed over the years.
The oldest part of Turton Tower is the tall, stone tower that looks like it has battlements at 

the top. This is called a pele tower (say “peel”). When it was built, around 1420, it would have 

stood all alone, with no other buildings attached. Its owners probably only used it in times of 

trouble.

Compare and discussSince 1420, the tower’s owners have added parts onto the building, and some had parts 

knocked down or changed. Look at the picture of Turton Tower before 1840 on the back of 

this card. What has been added onto the pele tower? Are any of these parts still there now?

In 1835, James Kay bought Turton Tower. The picture of Turton Tower in 1845 shows the 

changes that he had made. Compare the two pictures. How did James Kay change the 

façade?

Has Turton Tower changed since then? Compare the 1845 picture to the façade as you 

see it now. What is the same and what is diff erent?Why change it? When the original tower was built in 1420, it was probably only used by its 

owners in times of trouble. Later on its owners used it as their home. From the 

1920s to the 1970s the council used the Tower as an off ice. Why do you think 

many of the tower’s owners made changes to the building? 

How has this building changed?

Has Turton Tower changed since then? Compare the 1845 picture to the façade as you 
When the original tower was built in 1420, it was probably only used by its 

owners in times of trouble. Later on its owners used it as their home. From the 

1920s to the 1970s the council used the Tower as an off ice. Why do you think 

How has this building changed?

If you have time
Imagine the council has decided to give Turton Tower to your school. What would you use 
the tower for, and how would you change the façade? Discuss, draw or write your ideas.

Turton Tower before 1840

Turton Tower around 1845

Start outdoors
Stand in the courtyard, so you can see the front of Turton Tower. This is called the façade of 
the building, which comes from an old French word for face. (Say “ç” like “s”).

Drawing challenge
1. Work in pairs. Partners stand back-to-back so that partner A can see the façade, and 

partner B can’t.
2. Make sure partner B has paper and a pencil or pen.
3. Partner A must secretly choose one part of the façade to describe (for example, a porch, 

a roof, a window, some of the decoration on the façade).
4. Without saying which part of the façade they have chosen, A must describe it to B, using 

as much description as possible. B will draw what A describes.
5. When the drawing is finished, B can look again at the façade and try to spot which part A 

had described. Does the drawing look like the building? 
6. A and B swap places and play again.

Nearly 600 years ago
You can see what the façade looks like today. Turton Tower didn’t always look like this, it has 
grown and changed over the years.
The oldest part of Turton Tower is the tall, stone tower that looks like it has battlements at 
the top. This is called a pele tower (say “peel”). When it was built, around 1420, it would have 
stood all alone, with no other buildings attached. Its owners probably only used it in times of 
trouble.

Compare and discuss
Since 1420, the tower’s owners have added parts onto the building, and some had parts 
knocked down or changed. Look at the picture of Turton Tower before 1840 on the back of 
this card. What has been added onto the pele tower? Are any of these parts still there now?

In 1835, James Kay bought Turton Tower. The picture of Turton Tower in 1845 shows the 
changes that he had made. Compare the two pictures. How did James Kay change the 
façade?

Has Turton Tower changed since then? Compare the 1845 picture to the façade as you  
see it now. What is the same and what is different?

Why change it? 
When the original tower was built in 1420, it was probably only used by its 
owners in times of trouble. Later on its owners used it as their home. From the 
1920s to the 1970s the council used the Tower as an office. Why do you think 
many of the tower’s owners made changes to the building? 

How has this building 
changed?

Start outdoors

If you have an adult with you, fi nd the map on the display board near the arched gateway to 

the grounds. Watch out for cars, the display board is near the car park.

If you don’t have an adult, stay close to the tower, and look at the map on the back of this 

card.

Look at the map

On the map fi nd these features:

• Turton Tower

• Trees
• Roads
• Lawns and gardens

• The railway line

• The stables, where horses were kept.

Listen
Can you hear any of the features on the map? You probably won’t hear trains as the railway 

line is closed. Can you hear cars on the road? Wind in the trees? Close your eyes for a minute 

and listen in silence. Aft erwards, describe what you heard.

Make some noise

What do you think you would have heard here 150 year ago? (The railway opened in 1848)

What about 500 years ago? 

Think about transport, people and nature. 

Take turns making one of the noises you think might have been heard here in the past. 

Can the rest of your group guess what noise you are making?

Discuss
Why do you think rich families in the past wanted to have a house here?

Where are we?

Where are we?

If you have time: make a map

Look at the map again. People who make maps are cartographers. How have the cartogra-

phers who made this map chosen to show these features? 

You can make your own map of the area, but not by drawing. Work as a group. 

1. Decide which features you will show on your map. 

2. In the courtyard, collect materials that you can safely pick up (fallen leaves, pebbles, 

twigs for example). 

3. Choose a clear patch of ground where you can lay the materials down to create your 

map. 

4. Work together to arrange the materials you have collected to create a map that shows 

the features you have chosen clearly.

5. If you have a camera with you, take a photo of your map.

Photo caption
Photo caption

In 2016 we will be launching a new ‘Built 
Environment’ project for schools. Researched 
and created by museum educator Rosie Fuller 
(who has also worked for the V&A and Sir 
John Soane’s Museum), this project aims to 
encourage school groups to visit their local 
Pennine Lancashire Museum sites and learn 
through the architecture and landscape.

Rosie explains, “Because architecture is 
multidisciplinary, it connects with a mixture of national 
curriculum subjects including history, art and design, 
geography, maths and science. The carefully structured 
activities will enable teachers to get their pupils 
engaging with the built environment, developing skills as 
well as knowledge as they explore.

I’m working on creating a set of activity cards for each 
of the PLM sites. Aimed at Key Stage 2 school groups, 
these activities will help pupils explore the buildings and 
their settings. I’m in the process of sourcing fascinating 
historic maps, and researching the intriguing histories 

New Built Environment 
Project for 2016

Pennine Lancashire 
Museums and Schools

In this newsletter we update you on news from 
our museums, new learning sessions available to 
schools and our plans for the next year.
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of the buildings. Although the activities will support 
learning about local history, they are also linked to 
a variety of subjects across the national curriculum, 
from art to science. So I’m also devising activities that 
encourage pupils to draw, write, talk, play and use their 
senses to investigate the built environment.”

After pilot testing with a small number of schools these 
activity cards and resources will be available online and 
in all PLM museums.
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Broadway 
Primary School 
pupil visits his 
ancestral home
When Joe Wright visited Turton Tower, with his 
Haslingden classmates from Broadway Primary 
School, for a ‘Homes from the Past’ session, the staff 
were thrilled to welcome a relative of one of the 
Tower’s most important owners.

James Kay, his great, great, great uncle bought 
the tower in 1835, when it had fallen into ruin, 
restored it as a family home and lived there for 
twenty years.

We are currently undertaking a review of our museums offer to 
see how we can make them more enjoyable for autistic children 
and adults. Working with learning and engagement specialist 
Sally Fort, we have held two drop in events at Queen Street Mill 
Textile Museum where individuals on the autistic spectrum and 
their families came to share their views and ideas on what they 
would like from our museum sites.

Suggestions as to how we can make the visits more relaxing 
and adding clear colour coding for what is touchable and non-
touchable are amongst the ideas being considered. We are 
also aiming to create a sensory plan of each of our sites which 
will be available to schools and members of the public from 
September 2016.

Making our museums autism friendly

Joe is seen here pointing  
to the Kay family coat of  
arms in the library window

Comments from the consultation 
at Queen Street Mill
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New resources to download 
In order to help you plan your 
visits to Pennine Lancashire 
Museums, there are now 
learning session outlines and 
risk assessments available for 
sessions at Blackburn Museum 
and Turton Tower. Session outlines 
and risk assessments are already 
available for Gawthorpe Textiles 
Collection sessions.  

Just go to  
learningwithplm.org.uk/venues  
and select the venue you are 
interested in. Session outlines 
and risk assessments are listed 
underneath each learning 
session’s information. They 
are available to view online or 
download as PDF documents.

New Outreach Session – Meet Miss 
Rachel, Gawthorpe Textiles Collection

This half day session aimed at KS2, links to the curriculum 
through history, geography, literacy, art and design. It is a hands-
on outreach session in your school with museum objects. Pupils 
hear from Miss Rachel about her life as a textile collector and 
maker, and her home Gawthorpe Hall and then go on to help Miss 
Rachel label textiles from her collection, and find out about how 
the pieces were made, where they come from and much more.

The Great Rebellion at Turton Tower

In this half day session for KS2, Turton Tower, owned by a 
Parliamentarian with Royalist tenants, once again relives the 
experiences of the English Civil War. Pupils will explore how the 
conflict affected both sides and how this local area played an 
important part in the outcome. Costumed interpreters lead a 
stimulating learning session that combines drama, craft making 
and de-coding secret messages.



Pennine Lancashire Museums and Schools Programme

CONTACT US

Want to find out more about participating  
in the Pennine Lancashire Museums and  
Schools Programme?

PLEASE CONTACT:
Gill Brailey, Heritage Learning Manager, 
Lancashire County Council, 01772 534090 
gill.brailey@lancashire.gov.uk 

Stephen Irwin, Education Officer, Blackburn 
with Darwen Borough Council 01254 667130 
stephen.irwin@blackburn.gov.uk

HOW TO BOOK LEARNING SESSIONS 
Enquire online and use our online booking 
form at learningwithplm.org.uk/enquire
or contact the individual venue:

Blackburn Museum & Art Gallery  
01254 667130,  
blackburnmuseum.org.uk/learning

Turton Tower  
01204 852203, blackburn.gov.uk

Haworth Art Gallery  
01254 233783, hyndburnbc.gov.uk/hag

Gawthorpe Textiles at Gawthorpe Hall 
01282 771004, gawthorpetextiles.org.uk

Towneley Hall 01282 477130,  
burnley.co.uk/visit/things/towneley-hall

Helmshore Mills Textile Museum  
01706 226459, lancashire.gov.uk/museums

Queen Street Mill Textile Museum  
01282 412555, lancashire.gov.uk/museums

Clitheroe Castle Museum 01200 424568, 
lancashire.gov.uk/museums

The Whitaker Museum & Art Gallery
01706 218858, thewhitaker.org

Ribchester Roman Museum
01254 878261, ribchesterromanmuseum.org
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We want to hear from you!

Special Events Weeks
Many of our special events weeks get fully booked up months in 
advance so please don’t delay in making your enquiry. Special events 
sessions are a great fun way to bring a topic to life and the children 
and teachers have a thoroughly enjoyable time.

All Museums open for schools
We are pleased to confirm that all Pennine Lancashire Museums are 
open for schools visits, even during the winter months when they 
might be closed to the general public. Contact each museum directly 
to enquire about learning sessions – see contact details below.

| All sessions are £4 / £4.50 per pupil. 

Pennine Lancashire Museums and 
Schools Programme is to feature in a new 
publication produced by The Group for 
Education in Museums (GEM).

GEM promotes education as a core 
function of museums and encourages 
the exchange of information, ideas and 
research relating to the practice of 
museum education. 

A case study from our programme will 
focus on ‘Engagement with Teachers’ and 

Date Venue and contact Event Key Stage
7–9 March 2016 Helmshore Mills Textile 

Museum – 01706 226459
Science and Engineering – Take part in challenges and 
meet local hero character Richard Arkwright.

KS1/2/3

3–5 May 2016 Queen Street Mill Textile 
Museum – 01282 412555

Weaving Words and Stories – Poetry, theatre and role 
play activities. 

6–10 June 2016 Clitheroe Castle Museum - 
01200 424568

Dark Age Britain (life under the Vikings and Saxons) 
– Experience life during the Dark Ages with Saxon 
storyteller and coin making. 

KS1/KS2

20–24 June 2016 Clitheroe Castle Museum – 
01200 424568

Castles and Castle Life – Handle arms and armour, 
play medieval games and try out medieval style cooking.

KS1/KS2/
Lower KS3

we would value your first hand views and 
opinions on this. 

• What is your experience with the 
Museums and Schools programme in 
this region? 

• Have you been involved in developing 
a new learning session or attended 
any of our teachers’ events? 

• Do you have a view about our 
website, brochure or newsletters? 

Please email Gill Brailey, Heritage Learning 
Manager gill.brailey@lancashire.gov.uk 
with your comments as soon as possible.

For more information on GEM, visit their 
website gem.org.uk


