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We know that a visit to one of our museums is 
just part of the learning journey for children. 
Often the journey starts and ends in the 
classroom. This is why we have researched 
high and low across the internet for pre and 
post visit resources – to help you in your 
planning for KS1/2 topics. 

We’ve added our own key to these resources to guide 
you, and we’ve made our own suggestions as to how you 
might use the resource from designing a Roman vase to 
creating a comic book hero based on Roman gods.

Plus we are asking teachers to leave comments on how 
useful these resources are and to suggest ones of their 
own – and we’d welcome your thoughts too. Have a look 
at the new ‘Resources’ section on our website.

Romans, WW1&2, Seaside 
and Toys now online

Pennine Lancashire 
Museums and Schools

In this newsletter we update you on news from our 
museums, new resources available to teachers and events. 
In order to bring you news quicker and to more teachers 
across the region, this Museums and Schools newsletter will 
continue as a digital email version only. To ensure you still 
receive your copy please sign up at learningwithplm.org.uk
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Start outdoors
If you have an adult with you, fi nd the map on the display board near the arched gateway to 

the grounds. Watch out for cars, the display board is near the car park.

If you don’t have an adult, stay close to the tower, and look at the map on the back of this 

card.

Look at the mapOn the map fi nd these features:• Turton Tower• Trees
• Roads
• Lawns and gardens• The railway line• The stables, where horses were kept.Listen

Can you hear any of the features on the map? You probably won’t hear trains as the railway 

line is closed. Can you hear cars on the road? Wind in the trees? Close your eyes for a minute 

and listen in silence. Aft erwards, describe what you heard.Make some noiseWhat do you think you would have heard here 150 year ago? (The railway opened in 1848)

What about 500 years ago? Think about transport, people and nature. 
Take turns making one of the noises you think might have been heard here in the past. 

Can the rest of your group guess what noise you are making?
Discuss

Why do you think rich families in the past wanted to have a house here?

Where are we?

Where are we?
If you have time: make a mapLook at the map again. People who make maps are cartographers. How have the cartogra-

phers who made this map chosen to show these features? 

You can make your own map of the area, but not by drawing. Work as a group. 

1. Decide which features you will show on your map. 

2. In the courtyard, collect materials that you can safely pick up (fallen leaves, pebbles, 

twigs for example). 3. Choose a clear patch of ground where you can lay the materials down to create your 

map. 
4. Work together to arrange the materials you have collected to create a map that shows 

the features you have chosen clearly.
5. If you have a camera with you, take a photo of your map.

Photo caption
Photo caption

Start outdoors

Stand in the courtyard, so you can see the front of Turton Tower. This is called the façade of 

the building, which comes from an old French word for face. (Say “ç” like “s”).

Drawing challenge

1. Work in pairs. Partners stand back-to-back so that partner A can see the façade, and 

partner B can’t.

2. Make sure partner B has paper and a pencil or pen.

3. Partner A must secretly choose one part of the façade to describe (for example, a porch, 

a roof, a window, some of the decoration on the façade).

4. Without saying which part of the façade they have chosen, A must describe it to B, using 

as much description as possible. B will draw what A describes.

5. When the drawing is finished, B can look again at the façade and try to spot which part A 

had described. Does the drawing look like the building? 

6. A and B swap places and play again.

Nearly 600 years ago

You can see what the façade looks like today. Turton Tower didn’t always look like this, it has 

grown and changed over the years.

The oldest part of Turton Tower is the tall, stone tower that looks like it has battlements at 

the top. This is called a pele tower (say “peel”). When it was built, around 1420, it would have 

stood all alone, with no other buildings attached. Its owners probably only used it in times of 

trouble.

Compare and discuss

Since 1420, the tower’s owners have added parts onto the building, and some had parts 

knocked down or changed. Look at the picture of Turton Tower before 1840 on the back of 

this card. What has been added onto the pele tower? Are any of these parts still there now?

In 1835, James Kay bought Turton Tower. The picture of Turton Tower in 1845 shows the 

changes that he had made. Compare the two pictures. How did James Kay change the 

façade?

Has Turton Tower changed since then? Compare the 1845 picture to the façade as you  

see it now. What is the same and what is different?

Why change it? 

When the original tower was built in 1420, it was probably only used by its 

owners in times of trouble. Later on its owners used it as their home. From the 

1920s to the 1970s the council used the Tower as an office. Why do you think 

many of the tower’s owners made changes to the building? 

How has this building 

changed?

How has this building changed?

If you have time

Imagine the council has decided to give Turton Tower to your school. What would you use 

the tower for, and how would you change the façade? Discuss, draw or write your ideas.

Turton Tower before 1840

Turton Tower around 1845
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Stand in the courtyard, so you can see the front of Turton Tower. This is called the façade of 
the building, which comes from an old French word for face. (Say “ç” like “s”).

Drawing challenge
1. Work in pairs. Partners stand back-to-back so that partner A can see the façade, and 

partner B can’t.
2. Make sure partner B has paper and a pencil or pen.
3. Partner A must secretly choose one part of the façade to describe (for example, a porch, 

a roof, a window, some of the decoration on the façade).
4. Without saying which part of the façade they have chosen, A must describe it to B, using 

as much description as possible. B will draw what A describes.
5. When the drawing is fi nished, B can look again at the façade and try to spot which part A 

had described. Does the drawing look like the building? 
6. A and B swap places and play again.

Nearly 600 years ago
You can see what the façade looks like today. Turton Tower didn’t always look like this, it has 
grown and changed over the years.
The oldest part of Turton Tower is the tall, stone tower that looks like it has battlements at 
the top. This is called a pele tower (say “peel”). When it was built, around 1420, it would have 
stood all alone, with no other buildings attached. Its owners probably only used it in times of 
trouble.

Compare and discuss
Since 1420, the tower’s owners have added parts onto the building, and some had parts 
knocked down or changed. Look at the picture of Turton Tower before 1840 on the back of 
this card. What has been added onto the pele tower? Are any of these parts still there now?

In 1835, James Kay bought Turton Tower. The picture of Turton Tower in 1845 shows the 
changes that he had made. Compare the two pictures. How did James Kay change the 
façade?

Has Turton Tower changed since then? Compare the 1845 picture to the façade as you 
see it now. What is the same and what is diff erent?

Why change it? 
When the original tower was built in 1420, it was probably only used by its 
owners in times of trouble. Later on its owners used it as their home. From the 
1920s to the 1970s the council used the Tower as an off ice. Why do you think 
many of the tower’s owners made changes to the building? 

How has this building 
changed?

Has Turton Tower changed since then? Compare the 1845 picture to the façade as you 

When the original tower was built in 1420, it was probably only used by its 
owners in times of trouble. Later on its owners used it as their home. From the 
1920s to the 1970s the council used the Tower as an off ice. Why do you think 
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Our brand new ‘Built Environment’ worksheets 
and teachers notes are now available to view and 
download from our website learningwithplm.org.
uk/resources/built-environment

These resources aim to encourage schools to 
visit their local Pennine Lancashire Museum 
sites and learn through the architecture and 
landscape. They have been researched and 
created by expert museum educator Rosie Fuller.  

There is a set of activity cards for each of the 
ten Pennine Lancashire Museum sites. Aimed 
at Key Stage 2 school groups, these activities 
will help pupils explore the buildings and their 
settings. The activities will support learning 
about local history and they are also linked 
to a variety of subjects across the national 
curriculum, from art to science. The activities 
will encourage pupils to draw, write, talk, play 
and use their senses to investigate the built 
environment.

Local History at Blackburn Museum & Art 
Gallery 

This new KS2 session looks at local history from the perspective 
of the Industrial Revolution and textile industry which was 
centred on the towns of Pennine Lancashire. Using a series 
of activities the children are introduced to the changes that 
happened locally and saw Lancashire towns become some of the 
most prosperous in the world. It includes activities about the 
cotton industry in Blackburn, exploring our Local History gallery, 
object handling and sketching the past. 

Family Portraits at Gawthorpe Hall
 

In this new session children use the portraits of the Kay-
Shuttleworth family to discover what family life was like in the 
past. They find out how children would have spent their leisure 
time and the toys they might have played with. The children are 
encouraged to look closely at the family portraits and others on 
display at the hall to interpret the meaning behind them. Then 
they re-create poses in portraits and develop what they would 
want to include in their own portraits. 

New Built Environment Worksheets 

New learning sessions

Portrait of Rachel 
Kay-Shuttleworth 
by Peter Brannan 
1960, copyright 
Gawthorpe Textiles 
Collection.
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A special new publication produced by 
GEM (Group for Education in Museums) 
which features case studies from across 
the UK is now available. 

Pennine Lancashire Museums and 
Schools team have shared their 
experience of working with teachers 
across Lancashire to develop learning 
sessions. 

The publication is available online from 
www.gem.org.uk/pubs/casestudies/
casestudies.php 

Writing biographies at Towneley Hall
 

In this new half day session for KS2 children learn about three 
historic members of the Towneley family and use the information 
to write their biographies at school. This session links to history, 
literacy and art in the curriculum.

Explore Towneley Hall

A new half day session for KS2 focusing on the architecture 
and layout of the Hall using the outside as well as inside of the 
building. This session links to history and art in the curriculum.

Museums and Schools Working 
Together – GEM publication now online
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CONTACT US

Want to find out more about participating  
in the Pennine Lancashire Museums and  
Schools Programme?

PLEASE CONTACT:
Gill Brailey, Heritage Learning Manager, 
Lancashire County Council, 01772 534090 
gill.brailey@lancashire.gov.uk 

Stephen Irwin, Education Officer, Blackburn 
with Darwen Borough Council 01254 667130 
stephen.irwin@blackburn.gov.uk

HOW TO BOOK LEARNING SESSIONS 
Enquire online and use our online booking 
form at learningwithplm.org.uk/enquire
or contact the individual venue:

Blackburn Museum & Art Gallery  
01254 667130,  
blackburnmuseum.org.uk/learning

Turton Tower  
01204 852203, blackburn.gov.uk

Haworth Art Gallery  
01254 233783, hyndburnbc.gov.uk/hag

Gawthorpe Textiles at Gawthorpe Hall 
01282 771004, gawthorpetextiles.org.uk

Towneley Hall 01282 477130,  
burnley.co.uk/visit/things/towneley-hall

Helmshore Mills Textile Museum  
01706 226459, lancashire.gov.uk/museums

Queen Street Mill Textile Museum  
01282 412555, lancashire.gov.uk/museums

Clitheroe Castle Museum 01200 424568, 
lancashire.gov.uk/museums

The Whitaker Museum & Art Gallery
01706 218858, thewhitaker.org

Ribchester Roman Museum
01254 878261, ribchesterromanmuseum.org
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Battle of the Somme Events

WW1 learning sessions are available at Blackburn Museum 
(outreach) and The Whitaker throughout the academic year and 
Towneley Hall and Clitheroe Castle Museum also hold remembrance 
sessions in November – so there are many more opportunities to 
learn about WW1. 

Across Pennine Lancashire there will be 
remembrance events for the centenary 
of the Battle of the Somme in July.  
Towneley Hall has invited two classes from 
a local school to attend on the day and 
do the First World War learning session 
which will culminate in the laying of named 
crosses at the Cenotaph. They have also 
invited the daughter of a soldier who was 
wounded on the first day of the Battle to 
tell the children her dad’s story.  

If you are starting to plan the next academic year’s activities, here are the special events 
taking place at Pennine Lancashire Museums. Please contact individual venues to enquire.

Date Venue and contact Event
5–9 December 2016 Gawthorpe Hall – 01282 771004 Victorian Christmas – Traditional games, 

pastimes and Father Christmas.
December 2016 
(dates TBC)

Turton Tower – 01282 412555 Victorian Christmas – Traditional games, 
pastimes and Father Christmas.

5–9 June 2017 Clitheroe Castle Museum - 
01200 424568

Dark Age Britain – Explore life under the Anglo 
Saxons and Vikings including domestic life, money, 
warfare and storytelling.

19–23 June 2017 Clitheroe Castle Museum – 
01200 424568

Castles and Castle Life – Medieval domestic life, 
games warfare and crafts.

In Blackburn with Darwen schools have 
been invited to take part in special Somme 
learning sessions at Blackburn Museum. 
The museum also has a special Somme 
exhibition from 13 June to 31 August with 
WW1 sheet guided trail from 29 June to 31 
July suitable for families.

Special Events Weeks


